Dear Teachers,
Inspire curiosity, ignite innovation, and bring science to life at your school with the 2026 Oliphant Science Awards! South Australia’s largest and most prestigious student science competition offers an exciting opportunity to engage students, enrich their learning experiences, and showcase your school’s commitment to STEM education.
Open to students from Reception to Year 12, the competition provides nine diverse project categories to suit all interests and abilities, ensuring that every student can participate in a way that excites them:
· Crystal Investigations
· Games
· Models & Inventions
· Multimedia
· Photography
· Posters
· Programming, Apps & Robotics (including electronic games)
· Science Investigations (formerly Scientific Inquiry)
· Science Writing

With such a broad range of categories, there is something for every student—whether they enjoy technology, problem-solving, research, design, or hands-on experimentation. From coding and robotics to photography and creative storytelling, students get to explore science in ways that are engaging and fun.
Why Get Your School Involved?
· Enhance Student Learning: Students develop observation, communication, and analytical skills while tackling real-world scientific challenges.
· Foster Engagement & Creativity: The competition allows students to explore science in exciting ways, linking their passions to practical projects.
· Boost School Recognition: Participation highlights your school’s commitment to innovative science education.
· Celebrate Achievement: Every student who submits a project receives a participation certificate, with opportunities to win prizes from our generous sponsors.
· Connect with the Science Community: Winning and selected projects will be showcased at Science Alive! at the Adelaide Showgrounds, providing students with a platform to share their work with thousands of visitors.
Coordinator Benefits
· New coordinators who register their school will receive a free Oliphant Science Awards T-shirt!
· Discounted tickets will again be available for families to attend Science Alive! as part of the Awards.
Comprehensive Support for Teachers We know that introducing new programs can feel overwhelming, so we provide step-by-step guides, webinar recordings, and a dedicated support team to assist you throughout the process. Whether you're a first-time coordinator or an experienced participant, resources are available to help you run a successful program at your school.
How to Get Involved
· Coordinator and project registrations close on Sunday, 17 May 2026.
· Judging registrations close on Sunday, 17 May 2026—we encourage teachers to consider becoming judges!
· Explore previous student projects in the Online Project Gallery at https://www.oliphantscienceawards.com.au.
Don’t miss this opportunity to showcase your school’s passion for science! Register today and be part of something extraordinary.
Best regards,

