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Nature’s Secret Language

Introduction

Communication is how living things pass information to each other. Plants and animals
communicate to survive and interact with their environment.

(a)Plant Communication

Plant communication means plants share information with each other and with other organisms in

their environment. They can do this by using smells (chemicals), touch (movement) and tiny
electric signals.

Plant Chemical Communication

Plants can send out a message by using sweet smells. This is called plant chemical communication.
They use smells, which can help to find food, defend against predators, or track down a mate. For
example, a plants release chemicals known as volatile organic compounds (VOCs) to communicate.

Examples of Plant Chemical Communication (Table 1: Created by me )

No. My Drawings Description

1

When a caterpillar bites, the
leaves of plants emit a foul
odour to warn other plants
and attract helpful bugs to
chase the caterpillar away.
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No. My Drawings Description

2

Plants send out a nice smell to
tell bees to come and move
pollen and help with
pollination.

Tomato plants release volatile
organic compounds (VOCs) to
defend and communicate with
their surroundings.
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No. My Drawings Description

3 Venus Fly Trap: They attract
insects using jasmonic acid.

Pitcher Plant: Uses nectar
sugar to attract its prey.

Carnivorous Plants

Sundew plant: The sundew
plants have digestive enzymes,
which are like scissors that put
mushy liquid on the bug.

Plants use a little fungi
(Mycorrhizae)on the roots to
send messages and share food
with other plants around.

(b) Animal communication

Animal communication is how animals share messages with others. These
include visual signals, auditory sounds, chemical signals, touch interactions
and electrical signals. Animals use communication for social integration,
predator avoidance, parent care, and defending others.

Animal auditory communicaion

My uncle with his puppy. When | told the

] o dog to pose for the photo, this was the
from simple calls to complex songs. Communication pose.

Sounds are important for animal communication,

using sound is called auditory signal communication.
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Examples of auditory signals of animals (Table 2: Created by me)

No. My Drawings Description

1

Bird songs attract mates and
mark territory.

Whale songs are complex
sounds used for long-distance
communication.
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No. My Drawings Description

3

Many animals, like the vervet
monkey, have specific calls to
warn of predators.

Conclution

Plants and animals are excellent at communicating, like me. You must plant a seed today. | have a
pet fish who always communicates with me when | see him first in the morning and after school.

Word count: 189 words (excluding title, subheadings and tables)
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