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First Nation Science: Fighting fire with Fire
By Apala Thakor Dhadook

“Karri', do you smell that ?” questioned Alinta’ as she sniffed the
air.

“ahhh....wwwn, let me sleep, Alinta” Karri replied rubbing her eyes.
“But what’s that ?” Karri coughed.

The twins walked out of the humpy? and saw their dad, Jarli*, walking
with a and setting a few on fire. The was small but
bushes down to nothing, and filling air with . The
feeling of the place worried Alinta and Karri.

“Dad! What are you doing? Why are you all the ?” Alinta
called as the sisters ran to Jarli.

”
!

“We could get trapped in this Karri gasped with apprehension.

“Our is . We need to her. This is our ” Jarli
explained.

“ by our mother land?” they asked perplexed.

“Yes dear, and our mother land are together. This keeps
our land and her from like "
said Jarli

“Do you mean fight with fire? How does that work?” Alinta asked.

“What do you need to a fire?” prompted Jarli smiling.

o

and ” Karri answered in a flash.

! Karri: Eucalyptus Tree

2 Alinta: Flame

* Humpy: a small, temporary shelter, traditionally used by Australian Aboriginal people
* Jarli: ‘barn owl’ who holds secrets and sacred knowledge
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“That’s right and we have all three on our land in . Our land
gets too during summer, and all and dry out and
work as . We have and extreme that
works as flame. The howling winds add and our mother land is
set on fire. On top of that the eucalyptus forest provides for
the to go /" Jarli explained.

“Yes, | remember how the

burnt more than and damaged
. Do you know more than
were affected and some of them were pushed to ?”

Alinta scowled sadly.

“Yes, we have many native species that have become from our
due to But what if one of the these (
) is removed?” Jarli asked.

“Then it wouldn’t work. You need all three to set a fire,” Karri replied

“Yes. They are a . If any of them is removed a wouldn’t
continue. That’s the way our works. When we set a
cultural fire at the , we all little bushes that
is . If there aren’t many bushes to catch fire later in the dry
season, would be controlled.
“But also burn the bushes. So, what’s the ?” Alinta
qguestioned.
"It’s different. It’s about setting the at the and at
the . Cultural burning is a . We grass, leaf litter
and shrubs in at and with a
maximum up to knees. So, it would not the oil in
Eucalyptus trees and the sacred tree canopy. It is not like
which significantly and all . Our
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cultural burning the in the soil or
destroy . Further, cultural burning and
enables them to . Altogether the cool burn
ageing vegetation, flowering and seeding and

new green shoots and herbs for grazing animals. It also
the density of , that
leads to . It’s all about and the

and ” Jarli elucidated.

“But dad, what about the I They will be with this fire.
Look, how these ants are into their /" Karri cried.

“Don’t worry honey, animals know how to themselves from
Plus, the doesn’t move too , giving animals time to
The on the ground or don’t burn in this fire so their
are safe too! There will be burnt but will
eat them, it’s a normal " Jarli assured smilingly.

“Now it’s time for me to so | can keep it under
. You girls go back to humpy.” Jarli added.

“But this fire... how long that will go on for?” Alinta asked

“It will on its own by evening and spreading, will
help for any remaining ./ Jarli informed as he walked away with
fire.

Within a few days of fire, Alinta and Karri enjoyed watching the

created by the fire, fresh green , in
the to themselves from
“Let’s this on our bodies and with our ”

Jarli said and they set on their journey of
while singing Michele Hetherington’s Poem:
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“If you forget me, | will remind you.
With flame | will light up the land.
| will stop the rain and turn the fields to dust.
| will close your borders with flooding rivers.
Remember you are here because | exist.
| am the land, you are the people,

Together we are one.”

Word count without Poem: 836

Word count with Poem: 890
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Appendices:

Appendix 1: The black summer statistics

* 5500 million "8
® > {billion nafive animals killed

>16 milion hectares 5300, 4

. fmore thin o

Amazon fires 2019 Bgo,000 hectares burnt twice L iz Firefighters

California fires 2018 809,000 hectares burnt of TASMARIA 35”0 deployed
including

34US GECANADA ABNEW ZTEALAND
tal Aerial firefighting fleet: :

- -

033 Woain j,

EIEEUOGE,
Total annual COz
emissions
in the space of

3 MONTHS

568 -

233 4 CANBERRA

PROSPECT.NSW 540
13 N 2019 SHONEY

ew Zealand..."-
outh Americ

Appendix 2: Fire Triangle
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Appendix 3: Fire triangle experiment conducted at home with mum’s
help with removing one of the trio at a time.
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No Heat/flame No Fuel No Oxygen
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Appendix 4: Fire management through cultural burning in Northen
Australia effects

North Australia fire management

A comparison of average fire frequency
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